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The Perfect Storm
"There is nothing imaginary about Junger's 
book; it is all terrifyingly, awesomely real." 
―Los Angeles Times

It was the storm of the century, boasting waves 
over one hundred feet high―a tempest created 
by so rare a combination of factors that 
meteorologists deemed it "the perfect storm." In 
a book that has become a classic, Sebastian 
Junger explores the history of the fishing 
industry, the science of storms, and the candid 
accounts of the people whose lives the storm 
touched. The Perfect Storm is a real-life thriller 
that makes us feel like we've been caught, 
helpless, in the grip of a force of nature beyond 
our understanding or control.

Winner of the American Library 
Association's 1998 Alex Award.



Freakonomics
The legendary bestseller that made millions look 
at the world in a radically different way returns 
in a new edition, now including an exclusive 
discussion between the authors and bestselling 
professor of psychology Angela Duckworth.

Which is more dangerous, a gun or a swimming 
pool? Which should be feared more: snakes or 
french fries? Why do sumo wrestlers cheat? In this 
groundbreaking book, leading economist Steven 
Levitt—Professor of Economics at the University of 
Chicago and winner of the American Economic 
Association’s John Bates Clark medal for the 
economist under 40 who has made the greatest 
contribution to the discipline—reveals that the 
answers. Joined by acclaimed author and podcast 
host Stephen J. Dubner, Levitt presents a 
brilliant—and brilliantly entertaining—account of how 
incentives of the most hidden sort drive behavior in 
ways that turn conventional wisdom on its head.



The Color Purple
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National 
Book Award. Alice Walker's iconic modern 
classic is now a Penguin Book.

A powerful cultural touchstone of modern American 
literature, The Color Purple depicts the lives of 
African American women in early twentieth-century 
rural Georgia. Separated as girls, sisters Celie and 
Nettie sustain their loyalty to and hope in each other 
across time, distance and silence. Through a series 
of letters spanning twenty years, first from Celie to 
God, then the sisters to each other despite the 
unknown, the novel draws readers into its rich and 
memorable portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery 
and Sofia and their experience. The Color Purple 
broke the silence around domestic and sexual 
abuse, narrating the lives of women through their 
pain and struggle, companionship and growth, 
resilience and bravery. Deeply compassionate and 
beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's epic carries 
readers on a spirit-affirming journey towards 
redemption and love.



The House on Mango 
Street
Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers 
of all ages, taught everywhere from 
inner-city grade schools to universities 
across the country, and translated all 
over the world, The House on Mango 
Street is the remarkable story of 
Esperanza Cordero. 

Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes 
heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous – it 
is the story of a young Latina girl growing up 
in Chicago, inventing for herself who and 
what she will become. Few other books in 
our time have touched so many readers.



Ethan Frome
“I want to put my hand out and touch you. I want to 
do for you and care for you. I want to be there when 
you're sick and when you're lonesome.” ― Edith 
Wharton, Ethan Frome

The classic novel of despair, forbidden emotions, and 
sexual undercurrents set against the austere New 
England countryside.

Ethan Frome works his unproductive farm and struggles 
to maintain a bearable existence with his difficult, 
suspicious and hypochondriac wife, Zeena. But when 
Zeena's vivacious cousin enters their household as a 
hired girl, Ethan finds himself obsessed with her and with 
the possibilities for happiness she comes to represent.

In one of American fiction's finest and most intense 
narratives, Edith Wharton moves this ill-starred trio 
toward their tragic destinies. Different in both tone and 
theme from Wharton's other works, Ethan Frome has 
become perhaps her most enduring and most widely read 
book.

A True Classic that Belongs on Every Bookshelf!



The Book Thief
When Death has a story to tell, you listen.

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its 
breath. Death has never been busier, and will 
become busier still.

Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of 
Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for 
herself by stealing when she encounters something 
she can’t resist–books. With the help of her 
accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read 
and shares her stolen books with her neighbors 
during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish 
man hidden in her basement. 

In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, 
award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am 
the Messenger, has given us one of the most 
enduring stories of our time.

“The kind of book that can be life-changing.” 
—The New York Times



Dracula
The hunt is on! Dr. Van Helsing and his 
accomplices begin the chase to track down the 
infamous vampire Count Dracula before he 
completes his quest of moving into England and 
further spreading the undead disease. Even 
with the garlic, the crosses, and the holy water, 
the Count manages to entrance a fellow lady 
vampire hunter and bring her to the undead 
side. An invincible foe Dracula may appear to 
be, but Van Helsing and his group will stop short 
not even to death itself until they have 
conquered the most notorious villain of all time.

From Transylvania to England and then back 
again, this classic 19th century Gothic 
horror became the cornerstone for the 
horror genre that boomed in the century to 
follow.



In Cold Blood
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The most famous 
true crime novel of all time "chills the blood 
and exercises the intelligence" (The New 
York Review of Books)—and haunted its 
author long after he finished writing it.

On November 15, 1959, in the small town of 
Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter 
family were savagely murdered by blasts from a 
shotgun held a few inches from their faces. 
There was no apparent motive for the crime, 
and there were almost no clues. 

In one of the first non-fiction novels ever written, 
Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the 
investigation that led to the capture, trial, and 
execution of the killers, generating both 
mesmerizing suspense and astonishing 
empathy. In Cold Blood is a work that 
transcends its moment, yielding poignant 
insights into the nature of American violence.



King Lear
Shakespeare’s King Lear challenges us with the 
magnitude, intensity, and sheer duration of the 
pain that it represents. Its figures harden their 
hearts, engage in violence, or try to alleviate the 
suffering of others. Lear himself rages until his 
sanity cracks. What, then, keeps bringing us 
back to King Lear? For all the force of its 
language, King Lear is almost equally powerful 
when translated, suggesting that it is the story, 
in large part, that draws us to the play.

The play tells us about families struggling 
between greed and cruelty, on the one hand, 
and support and consolation, on the other. 
Emotions are extreme, magnified to gigantic 
proportions. We also see old age portrayed in 
all its vulnerability, pride, and, perhaps, 
wisdom—one reason this most devastating of 
Shakespeare’s tragedies is also perhaps his 
most moving.



Great Expectations
In this unflaggingly suspenseful story of aspirations 
and moral redemption, humble, orphaned Pip, a 
ward of his short-tempered older sister and her 
husband, Joe, is apprenticed to the dirty work of the 
forge but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman. 
And, indeed, it seems as though that dream is 
destined to come to pass — because one day, 
under sudden and enigmatic circumstances, he 
finds himself in possession of "great expectations." 
In telling Pip's story, Dickens traces a boy's path 
from a hardscrabble rural life to the teeming streets 
of 19th-century London, unfolding a gripping tale of 
crime and guilt, revenge and reward, and love and 
loss. Its compelling characters include Magwitch, 
the fearful and fearsome convict; Estella, whose 
beauty is excelled only by her haughtiness; and the 
embittered Miss Havisham, an eccentric jilted bride.

Written in the last decade of Dickens' life, Great 
Expectations was praised widely and universally 
admired. It was his last great novel, and many 
critics believe it to be his finest.



Things Fall Apart
“African literature is incomplete and unthinkable without 
the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison

Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s 
The Great American Read

Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's 
critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about 
Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a 
colonial presence on the continent. Told through the fictional 
experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of 
Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one 
man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by 
British political and religious forces and his despair as his 
community capitulates to the powerful new order.

With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into 
fifty-seven languages, Things Fall Apart provides one of the 
most illuminating and permanent monuments to African 
experience. Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-colonial 
African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world 
while broadening our understanding of our contemporary 
realities.



Pride and Prejudice
Austen's most popular novel, the unforgettable 
story of Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy. 
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved 
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read

Few have failed to be charmed by the witty and 
independent spirit of Elizabeth Bennet in Austen’s 
beloved classic Pride and Prejudice. When 
Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor 
Fitzwilliam Darcy, she thinks him arrogant and 
conceited; he is indifferent to her good looks and 
lively mind. When she later discovers that Darcy has 
involved himself in the troubled relationship between 
his friend Bingley and her beloved sister Jane, she 
is determined to dislike him more than ever. In the 
sparkling comedy of manners that follows, Jane 
Austen shows us the folly of judging by first 
impressions and superbly evokes the friendships, 
gossip and snobberies of provincial middle-class 
life. 



The Lord of the Rings
J.R.R. Tolkien’s classic fantasy has 
accumulated worldwide acclaim as the 
greatest adventure tale ever written. No 
other writer has created a world as distinct 
as Middle-earth, complete with its own 
geography, history, languages, and legends. 
And no one has created characters as 
endearing as Tolkien’s large-hearted, 
hairy-footed hobbits.

Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings 
continues to seize the imaginations of 
readers of all ages, and this new 
three-volume paperback edition is 
designed to appeal to all.



The Memory Keeper’s 
Daughter
A #1 New York Times bestseller by Kim Edwards, The 
Memory Keeper’s Daughter is a brilliantly crafted novel of 
parallel lives, familial secrets, and the redemptive power of 
love

Kim Edwards’s stunning novel begins on a winter night in 1964 
in Lexington, Kentucky, when a blizzard forces Dr. David Henry 
to deliver his own twins. His son, born first, is perfectly healthy, 
but the doctor immediately recognizes that his daughter has 
Down syndrome. Rationalizing it as a need to protect Norah, his 
wife, he makes a split second decision that will alter all of their 
lives forever. He asks his nurse, Caroline, to take the baby 
away to an institution and never to reveal the secret. Instead, 
she disappears into another city to raise the child herself. So 
begins this beautifully told story that unfolds over a quarter of a 
century—in which these two families, ignorant of each other, 
are yet bound by the fateful decision made that winter night 
long ago.

A family drama, The Memory Keeper’s Daughter explores every 
mother's silent fear: What would happen if you lost your child 
and she grew up without you? It is also an astonishing tale of 
love and how the mysterious ties that hold a family together 
help us survive the heartache that occurs when long-buried 
secrets are finally uncovered.



A Raisin in the Sun
"Never before, the entire history of the 
American theater, has so much of the truth 
of black people's lives been seen on the 
stage," observed James Baldwin shortly 
before A Raisin in the Sun opened on 
Broadway in 1959.

Indeed Lorraine Hansberry's award-winning 
drama about the hopes and aspirations of a 
struggling, working-class family living on the 
South Side of Chicago connected profoundly 
with the psyche of black America—and changed 
American theater forever. The play's title comes 
from a line in Langston Hughes's poem 
"Harlem," which warns that a dream deferred 
might "dry up/like a raisin in the sun."

"The events of every passing year add 
resonance to A Raisin in the Sun," said The 
New York Times. "It is as if history is 
conspiring to make the play a classic."



Grapes of Wrath
The Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great 
Depression, a book that galvanized—and sometimes 
outraged—millions of readers. Nominated as one of 
America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great 
American Read

First published in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression chronicles the 
Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells the story of 
one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads—driven from their 
homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land 
of California. Out of their trials and their repeated 
collisions against the hard realities of an America divided 
into Haves and Have-Nots evolves a drama that is 
intensely human yet majestic in its scale and moral 
vision, elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately 
stirring in its human dignity. A portrait of the conflict 
between the powerful and the powerless, of one man’s 
fierce reaction to injustice, and of one woman’s stoical 
strength, the novel captures the horrors of the Great 
Depression and probes into the very nature of equality 
and justice in America. At once a naturalistic epic, 
captivity narrative, road novel, and transcendental 
gospel, Steinbeck’s powerful landmark novel is perhaps 
the most American of American Classics.


